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DECEMBER ZOTH.

= \WIKIPEDIA IT MEANS
n n
LOOKS LIKE " N
Ene Lie HIGH PLACE
AKRON
CAME FROM
GREEHK.

MAKES SENSE
WHY AKRON'S IN
SUMMIT COUNTY.

LIKE
THERE
czcélﬁesr—: /7 IF YOU LIKE
cooL raary THE BURBS.
&TUFF
TO DO.

P—

I couLpb STAYING IN
COME A HOTEL I WANT TO\
WITH YOU. WHILE YOU'RE TALK TO MY
WITH APPRECIATE : FAMILY FIRST
‘ YOUR IT,eUT I BEFORE
FAMILY. THINK T YOU GET
&4HOULD GO SWEPT INTO

YOU KNOW, ALONE. TOYITA ANYTHIN(‘:,)

FOR MoRAL U

SUPPORT. “




N

N
\

WHEN YOU
CAN,
OKAY?

10\ 14

TOYDOTA

MoToRS"ORTS

THINGS COULD
BE PRETTY
KINKY...




YOU'RE THINKING.

I KNOW WHAT / | ////////é

TOYCTA
HoTaRSPO

‘TOY CTA

MOTORSPORTS

--.ARE
NOT
GOING
ON MY
NIPPLES.

GOING ON
MY DICK,

THEY DON'T HAVE TO
I'M NOT GO ON YOUR NIPPLES!
FREAKY THEY COULD GO ON YOUR
ENOUGH
FOR THAT.

TOYOTA

MO TCRSPORTS




I'M
ALMOST ...WITHOUT
DONE HERE THE AUTO
IF YOoU
WANT TO : OH YEAH!

AS LONG AS
WE CAN
DO IT
BEFORE
YOU TAKE
A SHOWER.

YOU'RE MY
YOU REALLY DIRTY

] WANT ME | MECHANIC.

LIKE THI&?
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You
SHOULD
LEAVE
YOUR
GLOVES
ON.

I WAS GONNA

SAY, YOU CAN
GET ME AS
DIRTY AS YOU
WANT, BUT...

I GUESS THAT
MEANS T
SHOULD JusT
USE MY MOUTH...

THAT'S A
GOOoD
IDEA,
==
OH/!




W

OHl!

|
34

KAZIMIR/!

HURRY UP
AND TAKE
YOUR PANTS
OFF!

I WANT YOU
TO CUM ALL
OVER ME TOO.

T GUESS
THINGS DID GET &
A LITTLE MESSY, l

r i
o



YOU SMELL I'M &URE

AMAZING. YOU TASTE
AMAZING
TOO.

AAH...!

THAT'S
&0 GOOD...

SORRY I'M
KINDA SWEATY

MAN, WHAT DID
I JUST 6AY7?




>

YOU'RE
DRIPPING
LIKE CRAZY...

YOU'RE
&0
HOT
TO
TEASE

YOU'RE

THROBBING.

You
WANT ME
TO HURRY

UP AND
MAKE YOU
cum?

I KNOW
YOU CAN
BEG BETTER
THAN THAT.

ALEX...!
PLEASE!




7

.—‘Q

Ve
\

A

e
(L

{ T DON'T
WANT MY
FAMILY
TO &EE
THESE
ON ME.

= 9 ONTO N,
THEM? COURSE,




YOU'RE &TILL

EVERYTHING
OKAY?

o BEFORE T
HAVE TO
.1\ \ PRETEND TO
A BE sTRAIGHT
y, WA FOR A WEEK Jl-- WOULD
&) you
) FUCK MY
2 ASS ONE

MORE
TIME?
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IT'S GREAT
TO
SEE YOU!

q ’o'[o\ =~
N YOou .

TOO,
MOM.

Z WE MISSED
YOU &0
MUCH.

N

OH!

YOU CUT
YOUR HAIR.
N\
Q G\
THANKS.
—
CEl 1
@ Ly
g

HOW'S LIFE
IN THE BIG CITY?
You GOT
A GIRLFRIEND
YET?
—
~
/\—/7 )
~-/L \l
Q N I\
,

IT LOOKS
GOOoD
SHORT.

&)




HEY KAZ.
HEY MAT!
\
~ A~
Q L@ ! oW
70 Lo
= L
- <
AT'S-
1& THAT
YOUR CAR?

YEAH. LEMME
BEFORE T TAKE IT FOR
LEFT OHIO. A DRIVE.

—ér -
Al ﬁ ~ ¥
T DIDN'T
REALLY
WHY
WANT TO,
NoTz HOV JUST THOUGHT
0 [o YOU'D BE
cooL ABOUT
(@) SOMETHING
FOR ONCE.
YOou BOYS
ARE ALWAYS
¥ FIGHTING... WHAT-
EVER.
$ . | {l
D\~ :

1 2,

TOOERN ™
WOWE

A TRUCHK

W{ KINDA
R CooL. g wouLp've
yg:h BEEN
§ - MORE
: USEFUL.
% t f A
| —
i 07 %
-\ /| coLp
. YOUR
oLD
ONE?
/
~
e| © p
I8
Y
LSS
I'M NOT MAN,
LETTING 0 WHY ARE
you 0|0 Vecss
DRIVE IT. ALWAYS
- LIKE THI&?
‘9 T NEED
¢ O HEAD
L ouT
S ANYWAY
Nt >
] o | oW



I PUT CLEAN
I'M GOING TO SHEETS ON
LAY DOWN FOR YOUR BED.
AN HOUR LET ME KNOW

BEFORE DINNER. IF YOU NEED
IT WAS A LONG ANYTHING.
DRIVE HERE.

WILL YOU GO
TO MASS IN
THE MORNING

UM. I&6 1T
OKAY IF I
SLEEP IN?
I'LL GO ON

CHRISTMAS EVE

FOR &URE.

NOw You
" 4
MISSED.
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THERE WAS SOMETHING
SIMULTANEOUSLY
COMFORTING AND UNEASY
ABOUT BEING IN MY
CHILDHOOD BEDROOM
AGAIN.

IT WAS FULL
OF MEMORIES,
THE FAMILIAR
SMELL OF
HOME.

IT WAS MY
RETREAT
AWAY FROM
IT ALL.




BUT IF YoU NEED
A RETREAT,
IT'S BECAUSE
THERE'S SOMETHING
YOU'RE RETREATING

BACK THEN,
I THOUGHT
THERE WAS
NO WAY
TO E4CAPE.

IT WAS
STRANGE NOW
BEING IN
THE sAME
ROOM...

---AND KNOWING
THAT THERE WAS
A WHOLE WORLD

ouT THERE,
OUTSIDE OF
MY WINDOW.
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el

IF THINGS
HAD BEEN

DIFFERENT YOU MEAN?

I DON'T
THINK HE
wWOouLD
HAVE
LEFT.

R\

[ TwisH Yius

| HE wouLD
TusT

GIVE IT

ANOTHER |

CHANCE.

7 WHAT DO |

/T DON'T THINK

HE EVER
REALLY
GOT OVER
CHRISSY.

/T



DECEMBER ZZNP.

Z | 4 MY PARENTS
HEY, ﬁ\ &TORED A BUNCH
REMEMBER \ /| OF THEIR &TUFF
THAT IN MY CLOGET,
DREAM 2 40 IT'S TAKING A |
RUNNER \ 8 MINUTE TO LOOK. }
GAME T TOLD

YOU ABROUT? : ‘ g IR e
/ ' N d V' 1 awore
‘ ' ILEFTIT
DID You
FIND IT? HERE. IT WAS

SUCH A
COOL GAME.

LIKE A COMA
DREAM GAME?
KINDA GRIM.

I FOUND
IT KINDA
SWEET
FOR WHAT
IT WAS.

BUT COOL THAT
HE WAS SAVING
—A\ : , HI& FRIEND
/ THE HERO AND : , AND NOT THE
HI& BEST FRIEND HE'S IN A PRINCESS OR

WERE IN A CAR DREAM | SOMETHING.
ACCIDENT... WORLD TRYING

TO SAVE HIM.

T WAS
KINDA

IT FELT ‘ SPOOKY Q. | wHILE THE
Like THERE |\ /NS N DREAM
WAS SOME i | - WORLD
SUBTEXT | - BREAKS
THERE... /o | DOWN

AROUND

WHEN YOU
LOSE, IT NO LUCK,

: I CAN'T
SAYS
"GAME OVER, WHEN DID A \ FIND IT
THIS COME OUT N ) HERE
JAE UF EITHER
WAKE UP" AGAIN? ) )
AP

AYBE IT'S

BUT IF YoU Y il : BACK AT

>
HIT CONTINUE, — M :éPAé:?: 7
IT AYS \.

DIDN'T
LOSE IT IN
THE MOVE.

THIS
SOUNDS
FAMILIAR.




ARE YOU
SURE THIS
GAME
REALLY

EXISTED? M <5 E
7

YEAH MAN,
I PLAYED
IT!

YOU &HOULD
Do

SOMETHING TSNy

FOR
YOURSELF
TODAY.

YEAH...

I LOVE

you. /i
(¢

YOU DON'T
HAVE TO
SAY ANYTHING
BACHK.

HEY MOM.

MAYBE IT'LL
TURN UP
EVENTUALLY.

ANYWAY,
YOU &TILL
HAVEN'T
TOLD ME
HOW THINGS
ARE GOING
WITH YOUR
FOLKS.

MAYBE
LEAVING
THE HOUSE
WILL BE
GOOPD.

a(@

<

GOOoD
MORNING!
YOU MISSED
A LOVELY
SERVICE.

I KNOW
THE ANSWER.

//’—\"

T

BE.

OH, UH...
THAT'S
TOO
BAD.

UM,
I'M GOING TO
HEAD TO THE
CITY TONIGHT
AND CATCH A
MOVIE WITH
FRIENDS, 60
I MAY BE BACHK
LATE.

BUT I
KNEW

2| wouLp



ARE YOU
GOING TO
SEE
CHRISSY?

TOWARD
BEING A
MECHANIC?

ALWAYS &0

GooD WITH [T

GOING TO
BE A

A\ MECHANIC.

T HOPE NOT GOING

TO COLLEGE DIDN'T
GET IN THE WAY OF
YOUR FRIEND&HIP
WITH CHRI&SSY AND
ERIC..
V'I'M SORRY WE
NEEDED THE
MONEY FOR
YOUR FATHER'S
BUSLINESS.

I FORGOT
MAT
ASKED
ME TO GO
GET
COFFEE
THIS
MORNING

—d

YOU WANT TO
GRAB
COFFEE
WITH YOUR
BRO?




HE TALKS
A LOT
ABOUT HOW
SHE HOPES
YOU HAVE A
GOOD vOoB
AND A
GIRLFRIEND.

HAVE YOU
AND THE
FAMILY
BEEN?

I GOT SOME DON'T TELL N
OF THAT MOM AND DAD
THIS. MOM
| WOULD HAVE TOO
MANY
QUESTIONS.
m— -
BUT I AM
DATING
SOMEONE
BACK IN
STARLIGHT CITY

I HOPE
YOU GET
TO MEET

THEM

ONE DAY.




I WISH
YOU WERE
&TILL
LIVING AT

OH. T'M...

I'M SORRY
FOR NOT REALLY
BEING IN TOUCH.

I MEAN...
I GUESS I GET
WHY YOU DID.

THINGS ARE
KIND OF WEIRD.

IT'S COOL NOT
HAVING JOE AROUND
AS MUCH S&INCE
HE MOVED OUT,
BUT DAD'S...

YOU KNOW,
DAD.

AND MOM HAS
BEEN DRINKING
AGAIN.

...I SHOULDN'T
HAVE LEFT &0
SUDDENLY.

291



I... YEAH, DAD'S
I NOTICED THAT. TOB HAS

NAH, PICKED UP,
MOM'S 40 T DON'T
HOME LEE HIM
ALONE
A LOT,

OR TUS&T

WATE MAE PUSHY WHEN
WE WERE
YOUNGER,
BUT THEAE
DAYS
HE'S REALLY...

HAVE DAD
OR JOE SAID CHESS%Z -OUT

ANYTHING?

WHEN I

NOT WORKING TRY, SHE
THERE WITH HIM, BRUSHES
HE'S BUSY ME OFF
WITH HIS LIKE IT'M
GIRLFRIEND &TILL A
OR SOMETHING. LITTLE KID.

BUT I'M
16 NOW.
I KNOW
SHE'S GOT
A
PROBLEM.

THERE'S
REALLY
NO ONE
THERE
FOR MOM...

wiLL YOU
TRY TO
TALK TO
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YOU KNOW
YOU CAN
COME HOME
EARLY IF

YOU NEED
TO.

I'M NOT
SURE
WHY T
CAME
HERE.

HOW YA
FEELING? |

IT FEELS
LIKE BEING
IN A
GHOS&T
TOWN OR
SOMETHING.

FRAGMENTS

OF

THINGS

I REMEMBER

FROM A
LIFE

BEFORE

YOU...

BUT NOW
THAT I'M
HERE, IT
FEELS LIKE
I NEED TO
STICK IT
OouT.
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I KNOW

& THERE
ANYTHING THAT SOMETHING
THAT

I CANDO TO
usuAaLLY
WORHKS...

MIND OFF
THINGS?

SIGH...
IT FELT LIKE
CANTI DOING
SOMETHING

CONFES&S
SOMETHING
TO You? ) s —
« T USED TO TELL
MYS&ELF, THIS 1& THE

TS
STUPID, T USED TO \ LAST TIME. T WON'T
BE 40 DO IT AGAIN.

BUT...
HAMED
AS 1'90 BUT, OF COURAE,
IT DIDN'T

MASTURBATE. REALLY WORK.

IT WASN'T THAT'S ANYWAY,
40 BECAUSE

UNTILT P
MOVED TO E’\:,ﬁ%-"y OF THAT,
STARLIGHT T 18, I HAVEN'T

DONE

FUCK IT.
YOU'RE
ALONE,
RIGHT? /

CITY THAT \
ANYTHING...

I FELT
FREE. THERE'S

NO
IT FINALLY SHAME 3“33’5
ir—:lag rslfriuKE" IN THAT. FEELINGS
A WAy 6 SoME o ) Soureeis
d YOURGELF
LOVE MY&SELF. &TILL THERE. ( Now.

4HOW YOUR
OLD CITY
N| How MucH

I'M &TILL _ LISTEN... T
IN THE GOTTA WAKE
THEATER UP EARLY.
PARKING LOT! ‘

THE FIR&T AND THIS
TIME WE FEELS LIKE
FUCKED SOMETHING

WAS IN YOU &HOULD DO

YOUR CAR! ST 40LO ANYWAV...

TELL ME
IT'S &TILL
BULY.



I THOUGHT OF
ALEX THERE,
URGING ME
ON...

WHISPERING
INSTRUCTIONS
IN MY EAR.
"TOUCH YOURSELF
FOR ME..."

IT FELT 60
GOOLD. LIKE A
REFUSAL OF
THE LIFE THAT

HAD ONCE

MADE
ME FEEL $0O
GUILTY.

I FELT HEAT
EMANATING FROM
ME IN THE OHIO
WINTER, LIKE THE
NEON FROM THE
SIGN...




I wAs Too
TURNED ON TO
) FEEL GUILTY,
y

A]

OR FOOLIS&H,
OR AFRAILC.

1

I MADE LOVE TO
MYSELF WITH A
FRENZY THAT I
HAD NOT FELT

IN A LONG TIME.

L FELT
MY PULSE
RISING
AS I GOT
CLOSER.

I COULDN'T TOP
IT FELT MYSELF —-
50 NO, I DIDN'T
PERFECT WANT 70 STOP
TO MYSELF--
STROKE FROM CRYING oUT.
MYSELF..

ALEX WAS RIGHT.
THAT WAS WHAT
I NEEDED.

MESS CAN

T BLUSHED
WHEN EE

T 4AW WHAT A CLEANED
MESS T MADE. UF..

Ji

I SHUDDERED
AS I CAME,
A FEELING OF
ELECTRICITY
RUNNING
THROUGH ME.

I BEGAN
TO LAUGH.
AND LAUGH.
AND LAUGH.




Jusr

THIS,
PLEASE.

[ | IIr

ll

ll

7 )
|/
-
\ 1
HANG (@
n; .| [
/ '—I—
CS’)l f >
‘Cﬁ) =
CD® (€5

-..KAZ?




H-HOW HAVE
YOU BEEN?
YOUR MOM SAID
YOU DON'T LIVE
HERE ANYMORE.

DOING
ALRIGHT

YEAH.
| 7™M okaY.

you? IT'LL BE

THANKS.
NEED A
\ RECEIPT?




DECEMBER 2Z3RD.

WHY |5 MOM

MAKING ME BE
® HERE ALL DAY
{ ON CHRISTMAS?

EMILY WANTS
ME TO

/\

IT'S CHRISTMAS.
YOUR MOTHER

WANTS THE

WHOLE FAMILY

HERE TO

CELEBRATE.

COME OVER.

IT'S NOT
FAIR!
I'M AN
ADULT.

I HAVE
PLACES TO

I DON'T CARE
WHAT YOU DO,
BUT THIS IS IMPORTAN
TO YOUR MOTHER,
&0 YoU'LL BE HERE.

WHY DOES
SHE CARE?
WE DO THIS
EVERY YEAR.

I'M NOT
ARGUING WITH YOU
ABOUT THIS.

SHIT.
THIS GUY AGAIN.
I HAVE TO
TAKE THIS.

BECAUSE
WE
CELEBRATE
THE
BIRTH OF
OUR LORD
EVERY




L /NW N
e

\ @]
ARE YOU Yj
1

N\
( AT Y %
- AN
/i

_ &% v
HEY CAN You
MOM, GET THE 5
WHAT DO @ BUTTER OSSR

YOU NEED? @y 4 ON THIS.

GET
THE HELL
IN HERE

Now/

& SURE,

ln.s SWEET-
a ‘ HEART.










YOU'RE LUCKY
DAD | &TILL
ON A CALL!

HE'S GOING
TO LOSE HIS
SHIT WHEN
I TELL HIM!

8\  TO FUCHKIN' v’m N
LEAVE?! &‘W\\:

()

A

05






PICK UF...

PICK UP!!

ARE YOU
OoKAY?
WHAT
HAPPENED?

HE WANTED
TO TELL MY OH MY GOD,
DAD. ARE YOU
T DIDN'T WANT SAFE?
TO WAIT FOR

YEAH.

I DROVE OFF
I'MIN A
PARKING LOT
A FEW MILES
FROM THE
HOUSE.

I DON'T CARE
ABOUT THAT!

IT MIGHT BE
DANGEROUS!
PLEASE, WILL

YOU GET A
HOTEL ROOM,
JUST FOR
TONIGHT?

JOE &AW

A
PHOTO OF
us
KISSING.

KAZ,
I'M COMING STARLIGHT
BACK HOME CITY 15
TONIGHT. GETTING A
SNOWSTORM
TONIGHT...

WEATHER,
IT'LL
BE AN
EIGHT
HOUR
DRIVE.

NO ALEX,
I'M SORRY.
I JUST WANT
TO BE HOME.

OKAY...
OKAY.
JUST... DRIVE

SAFE AND
CALL ME
TO UPDATE ME.




AS I DROVE,

MY ANGER
FADED SOMEWHERE
IN
PENNSYLVANIA...

WHY DID IT
HAVE TO BE
LIKE THIS?

WHY COULDN'T
I BE NORMAL,
OR HAVE A
FAMILY WHO
GETS IT?

I CoOULP'VE
BEEN SPENDING
THIS TIME WITH
PEOPLE WHO
ACTUALLY KNEW ME...

TURNING TO A
DEEP SADNESS
AND
DISAPPOINTMENT
INSTEAD.

I FELT &TUPID
FOR
EVERYTHING...

FOR COMING
BACK, FOR PUTTING
MYSELF IN THAT
SITUATION, FOR
HAVING ALLOWED
MYSELF TO HOPE AT
ALL.

I FELT LIKE
I HAD
ABANDONED
THEM...
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...LIKE A CITY
CRYSTAL.

CARVED FROM

IR,







THERE WAS

AN
A ACCIDENT. A )
THERE WAS (
ICE ON fs.
THE ROAD... g\ ]
- . ’ .
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I REALLY
FUCKED
UP, ALEX.
v &
SHOULD'VE
GOTTEN A
HOTEL

EVEN GET
MY CAR
ouT.
THERE'S
NO

TRACTION.

I THINK

WE CAN

PUSH IT
OouT.

IT WON'T
FIX WHAT
HAPPENED,
euT You
SHOULD BE
ABLE TO
DRIVE IT

BACK HOME./

WE'LL
FOLLOW
AND MAKE
SURE
YOU'RE
SAFE.
OKAY?

3135
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IT'S 60 MUCH
FUN HAVING YOU
JOIN US, KAZ!
REN CAME OVER
TO CELEBRATE WITH
Us TOO. THEY GOT
HERE JUST A LITTLE
BEFORE US&.

THINGS HAVE BEEN

A LITTLE AWKWARD

WITH THEIR FAMILY

SINCE THEY CAME
OouT...

LET ME PUT
DOWN THESE
PRESENTS THEN
JESS AND I CAN
HELP IN THE
KITCHEN.

ALEX DIDN'T
TELL ME
MUCH, BUT I
KNOW THINGS
ARE HARD
WITH YOUR
FAMILY, HONEY.

™= - A A W >

A O a A

IF YOU EVER Y:
NEED ANOTHER

—
] 4’ ,&N MOM, T'M
‘ SO (ERE FOR YOU.
ARIR AT w/\/\'

...60 YOU'LL BE IN GOOD

COMPANY. NOTHING BUT

SUPPORTIVE FAMILY FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE!

THANKS
JESSICA.

YES. |16 THERE
ANYTHING &PECIAL T
SHOULD KNOW?

JUST THAT MOM ALWAYS
COOKS £0 MUCH.
I HOPE YOU'RE HUNGRY!

WELCOME!
WONDERFUL
TO FINALLY
MEET YOU,

OH, IT'S DR.
ALVAREZ, BUT
THAT'S WHAT
MY &TUDENTS

CALL ME.

BEHIND ON
DINNER...

YOU A DRINK,
BABE?

THANKS,
NEED MY NAH, FEEL FREE TO

ANY RELAX WITH REN.
HELP?

OF COURSE! THIS
15 YOUR FIR&T
NOCHEBUENA,



HEY REN!

OH, WHO'S
THI&?

> SHE'S COCO!
TOTAL
SWEETHEART.
YOoU CAN
PET HER
ALL DAY.

I'M GLAD
TO HEAR I DEF DON'T
THAT. THINK T HAVE
IT ALL
FIGURED OUT
9 YET...

—

ORd!
—\
e ...BUT
'M
1 FINALLY

L4 ON THE
wAY
! THERE?

THAT SECOND
PART |15 HARDER.

THAT'S WHY IT'S
GOOD TO BE HERE.
ALEX AND TESS
SEEM LIKE THE KIND
OF PEOPLE TO
ACCEPT YOU
HOWEVER YOU ARE,

eeteletete

NO QUESTIONS L
ASKED.

T8

HOW
A THANK YOU
e dsia e AND ALEX
DOING?
i L8| OR)| AGAIN FOR
M o | LETTING ME
. VISIT.
<7 TALKING
REALLY WITH HIM
GREAT, HELPED A
OVERALL! ~ LOT.

> EXACTLY!

JuaT, You
IF THAT KNOW,
MAKES A| LEARNING
SENSE. To BE

6| @ \9 PATIENT
o WITH
i MY&ELF.
PERFECT d
SENSE. =
TS A AND OTHERS
PROCES&S. Too, T
GUESS...

AND ELENA |& &0
NICE. I'M GLAD SHE
INVITED ME.

THIS IS HOW
THE HOLIDAYS
SHOULD BE.




I LOVE MY FAMILY,
BUT... SOMETIMES
IT FEELS IMPOSSIBLE
TO EXPLAIN
THINGS TO THEM.

I APPRECIATE
BEING WITH YOU ALL
HERE TONIGHT 60 I

COULD HAVE A BREAK
FROM THAT.

LUCKY,
YOU KNOW...

I
UNDER-
STAND
THAT
ALL TOO
WELL.

oo,_qmqmqmqmo ; @.& 4
% 'y s b0t b0t % ororere

og0sece!
905000

Y.

..To BE HE HAS THE
WITH ALEX. £ KINDEST
B 4 FAMILY.

200 %0002,
2 2
2% R

AND I CAN &EE
HOW MUCH HE
LOVES YOU




SIT DOWN,
DINNER'S
READY!

THANKS
FOR BEING
PATIENT...

CHEESE
FIRST. I
KNOW IT'S

...AND
THANKS

| ALEX AND

JESSICA
FOR YOUR

YOU FOR
JOINING
us.

THANK YOU ALEX HAS NEVER BROUGHT
FOR HAVING A MAN HOME TO MEET ME,
ME. 40 HE MUST BE REALLY
S4ERIOUS ABOUT YOU.

AND THANK YOU

. FOR SHARING
SUCH GREAT

FOOD WITH ME!!

TS
SPECIAL
GETTING TO
CELEBRATE
WITH THE
PEOPLE MY
KIDS HOLD
DEAR.

WHAT?
IT'S TRUE, ALEX.

IT SEEMS

LIKE HE'S
REALLY GOOD

“ FOR YOU.




WILL YOU &TAY OVER?
REN |5 &STAYING FOR

WE'RE GOING
TO HAVE A SLEEP-
OVER IN THE

THE NIGHT.
LIVING ROOM AND
WATCH CHRISTMAS
MOVIES.

T DON'T THINK
T'M GOING TO
BE GOOD
COMPANY FOR |
MUCH LONGER.

I'M GOING TO COME
OVER TOMORROW,
IF THAT'S OKAY?

I DON'T
WANT YOU
TO SPEND
CHRISTMAS
DAY ALONE.

SURE.
I'M LOOKING
FORWARD TO IT.

THANKS

THIS HAS BEEN

BUT I FEEL LIKE
ALL OF MY
THOUGHTS ARE
CATCHING UP
WITH ME...

MERRY
CHRISTMAS,

MERRY
CHRISTMAS.

OH, UH, I
APPRECIATE
IT, B8UT COULD

YOU DRIVE

ME HOME

PLEASE?

I'M SORRY.
I JUST NEED
TO BE ALONE
FOR A WHILE.

NO BABE, T
GET IT. T'LL
BORROW
JESSS
KEYS AND

THE HOUSE WAS
SILENT. RAHUL AND
JORDAN oJT WITH
THEIR FAMILIES OR
FRIENDS.

STILL, IT FELT
RIGHT TO BE
BACK HERE.

P

THIS WAS
MY HOME
NOW.

CHAPTER 10 END.



AND DREAMED
THAT I WAS
DRIVING THROUGH
STARLIGHT CITY
AT NIGHT.

THIS TIME,
ALEX WAS
NOT THERE.

i

THE TWINKLING
LIGHTS OF THE
BUILDINGS
AROUND ME
SEEMED..

SHINING FACADES |\
ILLUMINATED
FOR NO ONE

UNCANNY.




I FELT AS IF
I WERE
SUPPOSED TO
MEET ALEX
SOMEWHERE.

I COULDN'T
REMEMBER.

DRoVE
AIMLESSLY.

UNTIL FINALLY
I CROSSED
OVER THE BRIDGE
OUT OF TOWN.



.l......ll.,
N A

AND THE
CcITY
DISAPPEARED.

GLOWING
LIGHTS

2%
AW

THEY
FLICKERED
OouT..

[T T T T 11N
HEEEEEEER.







