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JORDAN!
WHAT
HAPPENED??

MY
GIRLFRIEND
CALLED
EARLIER.

J SHE BROKE

UP WITH
ME...




SHE
REALIZED
SHE STILL

HAS
FEELINGS
FOR HIM..

REALLY

V[
( You FEEL LIKE
THE WORLD &
BRIGHTER

AROUND PEOPLE
N\, IKE THAT.

YOU WANT!

HONESTLY,
I DON'T
CARE IF
&HE HAS
ANOTHER

BOYFRIEND.

I Just
WANT TO BE
IN HER LIFE.

REALLY
LIKED
HER,
YoUu
KNOW?

&UT I CAN GO
GRAB YOU SOME
SNACKS IF 1T
wWOouULD HELP.

I KINDA JUST
WANT TO
CURL UP

WITH SOME
CHAI AND A
DUMB
MOVIE...

BUT SHE
SAID SHE'S
A ONE-
RELATIONSHIP
KIND OF

£0 FUN.
SHE ALWAYS
PUSHED ME
TO BE MORE
SPONTANEOUS.
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I WANTED
TO ASK
WHAT YoU
WERE DOING
FOR
CHRISTMAS.

=

OB wy JI“17 you sHouLD N

Fannsnillm (| | CoMmE HoME.
IT'S BEEN &0 M

- MORE THAN
15 EVERYTHING e .l N TW YEARS...

OH, T KNOW
YOU HAVE A
BUSY LIFE.
BUT EVERYONE
BACK HOME
MISSES YOU. —

I'LL TRY TO
MAKE IT UP
FOR A FEW UH...
' EVER &EE
ERIC

PROMISE
ANYTHING, BUT...

No, BUT I DO
&EE CHRISSY. L BET
She? ANYWAY,
LOVE TO et
I'LL &EE You
FOR
CHRISTMAS.

YES, I
PROMISE.

YoU TwWo
WOULD'VE
MADE A
BETTER YoU Too. ¥

COUPLE. BYE.
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WHAT'RE
You
WATCHING...7

S50OME PORNO.
A GUY GETS
FUCKED.
WHO CARES? /.
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IT'S AN
ALMOST THE END
OF THE SEMESTER

GET TOGETHER
FOR JUNIORS,
&INCE WE JUST HAVE
FINALS AFTER
NEXT WEEK.

YOU'RE
WELCOME TO
SURE.
COME. IT'S AT A
THATF%&UNDS LOCAL BAR, &0
. ITLL BE CASUAL.

GOTT,
TO T
soclaL
EVENT
TONIGHT
FOR
. SCHOOL.
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OH YEAH!
HOW WAS THAT?
FRANCE, RIGHT?

ACTUALLY, T
WANTED TO
ASK You
SOMETHING

HEY MAN,
I'M BRIAN.

NO,
SWITZER-
LAND,
ACTUALLY.

il BE
RIGHT
BACK
WITH SOME
DRINKS,

HEY!
I'M ZAHEEN.,

HE TALKS
ABOUT YOU A
TON. I KNow WE |
WOULD'VE MET
SOONER IF I
HADN'T BEEN
STUDYING
ABROAD ALL
SUMMER.




ALEX WAS DEEF IN
CONVERSATION, 40 I WHAT'S
WENT TO GO MINGLE. YOUR

OH NO, i R ) o
' | g I

5T$§§?T Y STUDY WHEN }

TO ADPD INSULT OH!
TO INJURY, HEY AGAIN, THIS 15
NO ONE GOT ALEX'S
MY NAME BOYFRIEND,
RIGHT... \! CHAZ.

YOUR
NAME 15
KATZ?

& THAT
YOUR LAST
NAME OR
METHING? £

AND A% IF THE AWKWARD I HEARD SARAH GOT
QUESTIONS WEREN'T BAD ACCEPTED TO STUDY IN
ENOUGH, THE CONVER- TAIWAN NEXT YEAR!
SATIONS I OVERHEARD
WERE EVEN WORAE.

A c 7|V /£ can stupy
§ THING wiLe | /£ THINS THE NI |ABROAD NEXT
e onThHE | [ PROFESSOR 1l YEAR TOO.
TRrusainn Nl MENTIONED LTI mY PaRENTS
70 SOMETHING - ) | ALREADY
ABOUT THE ( | @] oFFERED TO
ABLATIVE HELP PAY

2%



...ABOUT
TO
GRADUATE...

...HE'S A
GENIUS! I'M
SURE
HE'S GOING
TO LAND A
GREAT JOB...

...5HE'S WORKING
AS A SOFTWARE
ENGINEER NOW...

WHAT wAS
I EVEN
DOING HERE?

I FELT LIKE
SUCH A
LOSER.

...I'M &0
PROUD OF
MY GIRLFRIEND,
MAN...

...ACCEPTED
TO
GRAD
&CHOOL ...

.. WITH THAT
KIND OF DEGREE,
YOoU COULD MAKE

SIX FIGURES

EASY..

WHAT couLp
A GUY LIKE
ALEX SEE
IN AN IDIOoT

LIKE ME?




HEY, KAZ,
RIGHT?

YOU LIKE
CZECH
PILSNER?

AWESOME!
IT'S ON US.

DOOOOOOOO00
e
REBARERARE

otetets Vhot,
Cetelely lel,
RRORERIREIERD
SOOOOENEOLLENGS
000NN
AR,
% 2

THIS OUT,
GuUYs!

THANKS!
NEXT ROUND'S
ON ME!

DRAINING
A GLASS
IN ONE
GULE

A

BUT IT FELT
Goop 7o
ACTUALLY
BE RECOGNIZED
FOR
SOMETHING...




WHERE DID
KAZ GO?

I FEEL BAD,
I KIND OF
ABANDONED
HIM FOR
A WHILE...

HE SEEMED PRETTY
SHY AT FIRST,
BUT IT LOOKS

LIKE HE'S HAVING
A GOOD TIME
AFTER ALL!

DON'T,
HE SEEMS
TO HAVE
MADE
SOME
FRIENDS!




I GET X

AN
ELECTRIC
CHARGE
FROM
you

MUsSIC 15
THE BEST!




LET ME GET
YOoU SOME

r

t,}% @P
I GOT HIM. \V |
WE'RE
TOGETHER. “
v OKAY... ﬁ
you KNow '
\HIM, DUDE?




T WANTED ToN
LOOK LIKE A
GooD
BOYFRIEND.

Dy

THAT'S
NOT TRUE.

I'M SORRY,
ALEX.

I REALLY
WANTED TO
MAKE A
GoorD
IMPRESSION.

YOU WERE COUNTING
ON ME FOR A RIDE
HOME, AND T CAN'T

I'M SORRY
IF T MADE
YOU FEEL LIKE
YOoU HAD
TO BE ANYONE
BESIDES
EXACTLY WHO
YOU ARE.

THE ONLY THING
I'M GOOD AT 15
FUCKING UP
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o T
BESIDES \ EVES: Acr =

WHAT
YouU SAID
ABOUT
TONIGHT...

MY MOM I'M NOT

CALLED ouT To MY - T

EARLIER PePAIL: : Sl TERRIFIES
I DON'T d - ME TO

KNOW EVEN THINK

HOW THEY OF THEM

SHE WANTS ME %i‘é"l'?r FINDING
TO COME HOME : ouT.
FOR CHRISTMAS,
I TRIED TO &4y
NO, BUT.. T
ENDED UP
&AYING I'D GO,

..i
. 8
L
LR ]
e s

7/ YOU DON'T HAVE \
TO TELL HER ALL
REALLY THE REASONS
STRESSING WHY, BUT T THINK
you oUT. > YOUR MOM WILL

- UNDERSTAND IF
YOoU &AY NO.

v

I GUESS A PART OF
ME WANTS TO SEE IF
THEIR VIEWS
HAVE CHANGED.

TO GO IF IT'S

B w e v w @
s e s ee
messsseees

. e v

I HAD A BOYFRIEND
ONCE BEFORE, BUT...
THIS 1S MY FIRST
REALLY SERIOUS
RELATIONSHIP

I KNOW...
eUT I FEEL LIKE
I NEED TO DO
THIS.

I GET THAT,
AE-LéEJo BUT.. IT SOUNDS LIKE
THIS 1S REALLY
WEIGHING HEAVILY ON
You.
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JUST TALK
ABOUT THIS
TOMORROW?
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IN THE RAIN,

THE STREETS

LOOKED LIKE (A
GLASS...

TO RAIN
AS WE

DRoVvE
HOME.

.. THE LIGHTS
REFLECTING A
LONG way DowN, |
INTO A DEEFP ABYSS.

A

B CHAPTER 9 END.






